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Our authors have contributed excellent information in this issue of Carle
Selected Papers that is not only interesting but applicable to clinical practice.
For example, although Dr. Holley’s discussion of palliative care is based on end-
stage renal disease, the principles of such care are universal in their application.
Additionally, our two papers on acute stroke include a detailed discussion of
imaging techniques in neuroradiology and their interpretation, and the bedside
management of acute cerebral ischemia.

Drs. Sovari and Kocheril provide readers a comprehensive discussion of the
pharmacologic management of atrial fibrillation. Drs. Graham and Stratton
present a review of the basic biology of prostate cancer and cell markers
associated with that condition, as well as their potential role in diagnosis and
future treatment of that cancer.

Faith Roberts, RN, explains the attitudes of various age groups of patients
toward their physicians and healthcare. These attitudes have a striking similarity
to those in her previous publications in this journal about the behavior of similar
age groups of workers in the healthcare field.

We also include an article on assessing the safety of the elderly driver, and
if one looks online, there are complete books written on this subject. It is a
matter of the physician’s conscience whether s/he reports an impaired driver to
the Secretary of State. The dual concern here is the safety of the driver and the
community. In Illinois, we do not have to be concerned about liability for filing
such a report as pointed out in these citations from the Illinois Driver’s Licensing
Law. The specific words that we have underlined refer to medical practitioners.

625 ILCS 5/6-910) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 6-910)

Sec. 6-910. Liability of persons for information supplied to Board or Secretary.
No member of the Board, medical practitioner, clinic, hospital, or mental
institution, whether public or private, shall be liable or subject to criminal or civil
action for any opinions, findings, or recommendations, or for any information
supplied to the Secretary or the Board regarding persons under review, or for reports
required by this Act, except for willful and wanton misconduct.

(Source: PA. 87-1249.)

(625 ILCS 5/6-911) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 6-911)

Sec. 6-911. Information submitted by medical practitioners; police
officers; State’s attorneys; or members of the judiciary. Any qualified medical
practitioner, commissioned police officer, State’s attorney, or member of the
judiciary acting in his or her official capacity may submit information to the
Secretary relative to the medical condition of a person, including suspected
chronic alcoholism or habitual use of narcotics or dangerous drugs, if the
condition interferes with the person’s ability to operate a motor vehicle safely.
Persons reporting under this Section shall enjoy the same immunities granted
members of the Board under Section 6-910.
(Source: P.A. 87-1249.)




We hope you will find this issue of Carle Selected Papers both interesting and
useful. As always, we welcome your suggestions about subjects that might be
included in future issues. And of course we invite you to submit papers which
you feel are appropriate for our journal.

Finally, please be sure to take advantage of the free CME credit available for
reading this journal.

Robert Zeiders, MD
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